
Oh Osaka! 
[for Jakarta Java Kini August 2015 edition]  

Brea Salim writes the five reasons why you should stop by this city on 
your next trip to Japan.  
 
To a clueless tourist, Osaka can seem like just another metropolitan Asian city, just 
another city like Tokyo. But equipped with the proper knowledge, you will discover 
what specifically makes the second largest city in Japan so enjoyable to visit. Here’s 
your JJK guide to the top 5 things you can’t miss.  
 

•   Osaka’s Octopus Balls: 
 
Japan, as you all probably already know, is a culinary haven, but every city has its 
specialty. For Osaka, it is their takoyaki: octopus balls! While we are fortunate 
enough to have our pick of takoyaki vendors in Jakarta, they are no match to Osaka’s. 
For those of you who are unfamiliar with takoyaki, this Japanese street snack is made 
from flour-based batter and fresh octopus pieces, then fried in a special takoyaki pan 
that shapes them into bite-sized delicious octopus balls. When served fresh off the 
oven, Osaka’s octopus balls are the perfect combination of tastes and textures: crisp 
when it is perfectly fried, tasty as it served with green onions, bonito flakes and 
mayonnaise, and creamy on the inside, as the delicious batter is still bubbling hot. 
While you can get takoyaki all over Osaka, a must-go takoyaki vendor is the stall in 
front of Dotonbori Konamon Museum. Not only will you get to watch people make 
the takoyaki, eat this cheap and delicious snack, but also get to visit the museum 
upstairs. You can learn about the history of takoyaki and get to make a plastic version 
of it too!  
 
Dotonbori Konamon Museum: Dotonbori, Chuo-ku, Osaka 542-0076, Osaka 
Prefecture 
 

•   Osaka’s Dotonbori District: 
 

It’s clear why Dotonbori is hailed as one of Osaka’s most popular tourist destinations. 
With its gigantic neon billboards, one could definitely see it as Times Square is to 
New York City. But Dotonbori is more than just flashing lights – it’s also home to a 
lot of great affordable restaurants and food vendors. As mentioned previously, there 
are a number of takoyaki vendors, but there are also sushi bars, ramen carts, gigantic 
Japanese specialty snack shops selling every kind of snack you could possibly think 
of, grilled crab… I can keep going, but I think it would probably be better if you go 
there and discover the seventeenth century Japan feel in Dotonburi for yourself. If you 
get too full from eating, there are also a lot of shops you can peruse and slots you can 
play at entertainment centers in between meals. Although Dotonbori is still as exciting 
in the day, there is something to be said about the feeling of walking through it at 
night with a full belly, underneath the glow of the neon light … It’ll definitely make 
you feel grateful to be able to experience even a tiny taste of this lively city. 

Dotonbori is a 5 min walk from Namba Station (Subway Midosuji Line). 



 
•   Osaka’s Umeda District: 
 

In comparison to the big and bustling Dotonbori, Osaka’s business district is modern 
and minimalistic. This doesn’t mean, however, that the area is any less fun, as one can 
still shop and eat their way through Umeda. The newly renovated JR Osaka station 
has very sleek designs that is sure to please the eye – don’t forget to look up to see the 
glass roof – but also boasts large Japanese department stores, like Isetan and Daimaru, 
that is sure to please all your shopaholic desires. Or would you rather shop your way 
through all thirteen floors of Hankyu, the mall of Umeda? Another Umeda sightseeing 
spot would be the Umeda Sky Building. This amazing skyscraper towers over Osaka 
with an impressive 173 meters. You can even check out its roof deck if you’d like to 
get a view of the Osaka skyline! And if you get hungry, you can always make your 
way through Grand Front Osaka, where countless restaurants are available to serve 
your hungry bellies.  
 
JR Osaka Station: 3-3-1 Umeda, Kita-ku, Osaka 530-0001, Osaka Prefecture 
 
Umeda Sky Building: 1-1-88 Oyodonaka, Kita-ku | Umeda Sky Building, Osaka 531-
0076, Osaka Prefecture 
 
Grand Front Osaka: Ofukacho, Kita-ku, Osaka 530-0011 , Osaka Prefecture 
 

•   Osaka’s Universal Studio: 
 
Getting tired of just eating and shopping? Escape the city and into another world. Or 
in this case, a couple of different worlds, all nestled in one Universal Studios, whether 
that may be Hello Kitty Avenue or Hogwarts. This world-renowned theme park is 
significantly bigger than its Singaporean counterpart and offers more rides, 
highlighting classic Universal movies such as Jurassic Park and Back To The Future. 
The recent addition of the Wizarding World of Harry Potter also offers a glimpse into 
what the magical world would have been like, complete with live owls and flying 
Hippogriffs. Getting express tickets is highly recommended, as lines can get very 
long. However, be warned: all the rides are in Japanese, without any English subtitles.  
 
Osaka Universal Studios: 2 Chome-1-33 Sakurajima, Konohana Ward, Osaka, Osaka 
Prefecture 554-0031, Japan 
 

•   Osaka’s Okonomiyaki 
 

But really, who gets sick of eating their way through Japan? I know I don’t. Last but 
not least, when in Osaka, one must eat okonomiyaki. Another Osaka specialty, 
okonomiyaki is a savory crepe that is cooked on a teppan (griddle) and can come with 
whatever topping you might like, but is usually sprinkled with scallions, green nori 
flakes, Japanese mayonnaise and ginger. Mizuno in Dotonbori serves the best 
okonomiyaki, and is a must go when you are in the area. You’ll be sure to spot the 
restaurant – it’s the one in the corner always with a line forming. If you go during off-
hours, the lines might be shorter, but it is always worth it to wait. Confused which 



combination of condiments to get? Mizuno’s bestseller is its yam flour okonomiyaki 
with scallops and roast pork – you really can’t go wrong. 
 
Mizuno: 1-4-15 Dotombori, Chuo-ku, Osaka 542-0071, Osaka Prefecture 


